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first told then that they had 
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Until the moment of their departure, despite trsir audety, the girls waited 


calaly withows disriaying their fear. But when tney vere in the truck and it took 


off in the direction of Saiscr, they uttered heart-rending cries, mixed with tnose 


” 


of tneir mothers. 7 


vive then was too severe 


For a moment I was afraic that the iesson I wanted to g 


and that this event would cause me to lose tie popularity which I had acquired among the 
peovle of Lai Thieu. To avoid ceing attacked by the teartal mothers, I went to 
Saigon and asked Lieuten-nt Ballet to tell the mothers that I had been obliged to 
do this, but that I hed gone tuo Saigon myself to take care of them, to see that they 
were veil treated and, if possible, to veturn them rapidly to their families. 

I saw Major Sevarni. I informed hiz of the convoy which he was going to 
receive and asked him to prepare a dormitory where the girls would te properly put 


up for the night, I added that I intended to take then back to Lai Thien the next 
afveroon, 

Tne noxt day; at tie ead of the aomnin i went 40 their dormitory; there vas 
the worst corplete daspair because, excepl for the woren who had brougat then their 
evening meal and brealcfast in the morning, they had nev seen ENYOTS» They crowded 
arourd me and begred me to set them {ree and take them tack to their familios, Il 
crazy to have nade regular visits to men deep in the forest, and that this was nor 
the conduct of decent girls. They prots:ted that they had not gone ther2 for a 
long tine, that they were very sorry about it, and premised me never to go back 
there, They were certainly sincere. 

I told them that I had been busy on their account since the right befcre, that 
I was Going ny best to have then set free, and that I neped to be able to do it 


as ry 


quickly. In the afterncon tne came truce which had texen then to Saigon took then 
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oack to Lal Thieu, The return van euphoric. 
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ned our ponds, 


The battalion wes not content with bringing about Pecification in the Lei 
Tniewu region. It was a vabtalion in the General Reserve and principally rb 
the disposal of the General Commandant of tne 


my 


Ae 
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Ground Forces in South Vietnan 
erefore the men had participated in ol1 important airborne and grcund op 
" a 


in South Vietnam and Cambodia. 


erations 
We had had then ranging through the Plaine des Jones, 
the plantetion region, the forest sone and the plateaus of South Vietn 
nigh ii 


ght and in every kind of weather. 


ain day and 
Of all the operations which we conducted, I 


a very special nature. 


This was ic March 1949. 


I shall only mention one which was of 


We had to jump in the middle of 
around tne cliff of Nui Trau, where 


the Plaine des Jencs, 
a significant part of the General Steff of the 
a had nee reported. Ye were to jump. cireectiy into the zone where the Comaend 
bist had Reen report 4, aile etiiee ee tesiene fron ali Girections were to struzg 
to veach us, Sbhreugh | 
The surpris 


gie 
the svamps, opening up the canals obstructed by the Viet Minh, 


se was complete; vubile descending by parachute I saw at my side a 
good peasant ploving his field with his two buffaloes 


But the noise of the 
aircraft and the paratrocpers frightened the aniaals who brok co tueir miserable 
harnesses and ran off, I was taking off my parachute when I saw one of the two 
terrified buffaiocos running for me at fu 
up end run desp 


speed with his heed low, 
e the kh 


1aINESS oe 


f tried to get 


My loyal Surcouf, some 30 meters from me, sho 
to me, "Comzander, don't move!" 


ted 


grazed re and continved cn its 


aA 


I stopped stili and waited with a certain amount of anxiety « 


The buffalo 
ae Ge o 
In turn I turned areund and yelled tc tne paratroo 


“Don't move!" 


7 ¥ 
pers in tne 


jumping soe, 
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The two buffaloes disepveared in tne distance without dcing any Camage, Less 
then ten minutes after the juzp, slatcons and conteanies ned reersuped in combat 


rerun 


yo 


on * a - r- _ + - + pn y 7 2 
risen and hed tesin to move teward tne designated ob 


security measures had been teken, the houses began to he searched and the inhabitants 
began to be assembled. At zy Comzand Post, rapidly installed in a modest nut, 


a 


dominents piled up, We had stiumbled on the South Vietnan Ministry of Supply. 


Toward noon Captain Kaiser, the ccwnander of tne 4th Company, breught ne a 
young pan about twenty five years old, His bearing , the impece.ble French wuich he used, 
maried him as an izportant leader, 

"He was in the canal, camouflaged in the reeds ," Kaisor told me. "I was 
aitting «tb the edge of the water when suddenly he surfaced a few steps fron ue, 


- 


with a cisce of bamboo in his mouth, Instinctively I tock out my revoiver, ceccy 
to use it.' 
iT sn sure, Coptein. that you are not going to fire," he seid to me, withous 


being efraide 


Obviously," I sei o him, "but come out of the veter and cona over to me wath 
9 . 


oT 


your hands in the atv." He came without nesiteting and f had hin searched 


t 


7o had 
nothing on him. I thought that he was an important ieader. That is why f breugns 
him to you," 


Anslysi 


QQ 


of the files was fer advanced, It really was the office of the 


“ 


Minister of 


Supply whom we had ecsptured and, apparently, a very distinguished can 
could be only the ninister hinself, 

"Sit down, Minister," I said to hin without hesitatinz, "I am napny to neat 
you," 


He acknowledgea that he was the Minister of Supoly. 
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"Your files are kent remerkally well, It will be eacy for us ts shucy uncer. 
J would like to know why you nave gotten involvea In Tils Tovenent, wiech 1S now 
SPS rate us aee. fee Ta hee ves - Rte th a4 Eee Oe 
without danger; you could have very well Even killed thls mornings, Lor exabpite 


bs they sav, vou are trom a gocd farily ani have probably studied in France?" 


tVYes," he said to me, "at Aix-en-Provence," 


it 
ry 


"Yhet's funny, because we could have net if you were a little older. lave 


mown many Vietnazese students at Aix; in ay day they were called Annamese. I cust 


foah? 


say that only two out of ten worked seriously. The others vere bent on having a 


gocd time or 


(0) 


imply loafing, I bet you were asong the g who loafedo" 

that's true," he said to me,"excent for the baccalaureate which I got at Saigon, 
I was not able to get any diploma,” 

"So you ara a failure, and thet's why you are mixed up in this, hoping to make 
up for lost tine." 


WMavbe a littlefor that (the word "feilurst had evidently touched him), But 


‘ 


that vas ast the essential point. Like rany of my comrades; I an fighting for the 
inicpendence of my ecuntry, Vietnan." 
i on 
KHoweyar, you know that Frence has receenizsd the independence of Vietnare 
He are not fighting against the nationsiicts. Many of then are at cur side. 
ny battalicn I have a company which is entirely Vietnemese, We are fightin against 
tha communists. Woy wouldn't you come fhent with us?" 


"% few years ago perhaps. low I nave chosen ny 


"No comment" he seid to ne. 

side and I can not quit it anynore," 
“Today we ere in the middle of your lend, In three or four days we shall have 
to return. On the return trip we shall certainly have a muber of engagements. I 


cen neither tie you up Like a sausage nor suare people to guard you safely. I 


heve alreedy reported that I have taken you rrisoner, and I can now rina yisx of you 
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“cou ond for me, Sut I do net see anys other solution, At any rate, as our people 
Say,9 the nignt brings counsel." 

You can have me shot if ycu want to, but I snail not come cver to your side. 
Theat is a rick which I tock in choosing ny side. Too bade" 


He replied calnaly, without boasting, apparentiy resigned to tre fate which nc 


ky 


was facinge 

Well" TI gaid to hin, "Under these conditions we have notring more te say to 
econ other. You can go back to the conpany of Captain Keiser, who arrested you this 
morning," 

He left, tsken avay by a paratrocvere 

In she afternoon, during a mincr shift, we fell ante @ sericus ambush, The 
Viet Mirh, eurprised in the t moiming, had reessendled; now thar wae very close to 
Wey DMA noula were einly be difficult. | 

In Sune cvening, waen the night forvetion had been astablished end zy Cozuard 


+ m4 
ak eld rr oot 
maw O8exm SSG 


A 
+1 
u 
er 


t 


cr 
far 
'S 
+e | 
ct 
ea 
Q 
O 


annl, I watched my minister about 190 meters away 
help several nsxabtrocpexs fren Kairer's conzand ost mexe their mess, 

I called to him, "Hey," I said to hin, "are you still riady te die at dawn 
tororrow noruing?'" 

"ves," he said to me wth a resigned airs "yes" 

nf think it must be unpleasant to fall asleeo thinking thet you will be snot 
early in the morning. You have played your role well, I shal2 not have you shot. 
That makes you hapvy. I hope?" 

tEctrezely," he exclained. 

"J only ask you for one thins; do aot ect Mike a fool trying to escape. f 
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$8 ¥OUe I weld be uncet to cee you Aisamear., You are worth a great deal 
"J promise not to try anything and to help ycu as weil as i can. for exauple, 
I can carry « reGio set or something else if you font, You can «rust ne." 

nT aco trust you." 

He left woistling to resume his work at Keiscr's come c poste 

Throughout the nigat we were fiercely attacked vy two Viet Mirh battalions who 
were rerulsed with serious locsese We had not only stumbled upon the Minister of 
Supply, tut also on his fooc sterelicuse. We had found enormeus stocks of rice and 
of paddy (unmsked rice), 

low nothing is more difficult to destroy than rice and paddy. I decided to 
take es wuch as possible iith us. We had recovered several large junks in the canal; 
we filrst loaded our parachutes because ve had to recover them on every operation 
beceunse of a. lack of money, 

We ioaded as much rice and paddy on the junks as we cculd. This was a 
respectable mmmber of tens wnich the peretroopers towed for edout 3 xiloneterae 
Onee again we vers seriously engaged cn the return route. 

Winaliy we reached the sea at the Guif of Gian, near the small post of Rac Giae 

a Rance (nene of a ship) was weiting to transport us to Saigon. We not caly nea 
parachutes and rice with us, but elso the Cambodian company end especietly 
impressive munber of pigs and chickens, I went to the comcander of La Rance auc 
esked hin to take cn all of the materiel, whichwe had painfully COWES along the 
canele 


"J an not the commander of a pirate ship," he said indignantly. "I shali 


take on yourparachutes and your men, but tnat is all." 
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gu 


on loading the rice, whien cculd te considered as a prize ef var 
and which was one of the goals of the operation. fut the comsander drew on nis 


Aiomite « an rarnet caliltean ‘le. ote o4 cf the race of Svereout and Ducey-e-Trou 
GLIA @S @m Lomesu Tallete wf WAS WO Cl TAs race oO SUVEOUlL GA Wee Yoos Poune 


vo 


b aes = ° ~ 3 ere oy a ore a) ave res ey. an 7 
Wea T enmoumeed this neve to Captain liarchadier, the commander of the 


Vietnamese comcanies, there vag almost a revclt, It tock ail his authority te 
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prevent the comvanies frou ransucking La Rance with its commander. The rice 


° ~ 


remained on the junks. Therefore it would te easy for the Viebtnatese to recover it. 


Thus, 2a large part of the cperation \ would te useless, te vould certainly not win 


= ry 


4 ' 


the war witn officers of this iit. 

As far es the pies and chiczens were concerned, they scattered along the beach 

P+§ ’ 

grunting and clucking. 

Opviously durins the crossing our coztects with the commander were anong tne 
most superficiel, Anyway we were too dirty to come close to his impeccable white 

Bp J x 

vnifortie 

Once arrived at Lai Thieu, I caw the minister again and took him to the ona 

? 

Buresn iu Ssigon uyself, Mo actter vhat prozises were nade to hin, he refused to 
join our side and to cecury the inportant rosition which had been offered to hite 


Therefore he cufferca the fute cf all tha prlacrera, For ry yert I never heard hin 


The operations which J had conducted on sy om right in the Lei Thieu sectcr, 
the activities which I had performed among the veople, and the various contacts 
which I hed made with the eprrovel of General coyer de Lattre had led ne to neet 
the intter freauently, I was the leader cf his varatroop battalions, ard he 


considered ne somevhat Tiko his own property, Now, the policy which we were 


following went against the foals parmiclse sy tne Colonel commanding the TAPL 


Ct reas 


Peat ~ 8 cae a) "4 toe aa pon eae nb owe ve : : ey 
(Airborne Troops in Indecrins), Sor hin e raratroop battalion hed ocen especially 
an 


feed 
we 


Seas e 


conculved and trained te nucs vapid rotas in 

coupromising situation, and to let tue care of the less glorious tasks of 

> battalion to taxa root for too long a time in the sare town. 
fowever we \ brillia:tiy accoenplisned sleet which was demande of a 

paratroop battalion. EBut &« paratrooner also had other qualities, cualities inherent 


: 


in every French soldier, qualities of neart, gentility and adaptation whicn made 


E3 


nd 
quickly loved cy the people in the midst of when ne was called to live. These vere 
the qualities whicn I forced myself to use, and to a large extent I hed succeedea, 
Qur Ceparture fron Lei Thicu left only regrets. 
The colonel was & Classic military man wno saw wer only within the strict 
tramework of the battle ficid. fny other activity seemed useless to hin, idle and 
unvorthy of asnheckwmit, 2 had studied at Saint—Cyr, and had a certificate fron 


the War School. ‘he knovledre wnien he had ecquired in these schools seened te hin 


ga ’ 


to be & pazacea for resolvirg all probicns food 5 by a piliteary unite Fer nin aa 
orficer wunows 4 onpiome fron the Wer Sechcol cculd be only an oie of Jitile 


fe 


valuc, seavesly vorthy of interest . fs for me, who had not even gone to Seint~Cyx 


he considernd 15 inressible for any ideas of interest at al? to germinate in ry 


head. He coutd uct take then into consideration. 
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Tle notes which he had given ze tefor , departure would show ths state of 
his mind with resresct to me very well, After having criticised for a long tine, 
they terminated in this way: "Officer of a primitive intelligence, not evolved", 

Many simes he had asked thet uy batvalion be removed to break its bonds to the 
region where it vas stutioncd, He set up systenatic opposition to Ceneral Eoyer de 
Lattre, Therefore this iittie war which was carried on around ne vas at ny exrensee 
Cn the least vretext arrests raineddoin cn me. Some of then were perfectly 
justified, The fact thab they vers remlariy reroved from me by highcr authority. 


exuapernted hime 


to 
L wa) 
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General Royer de Lattre returned to Prance in HUovember 19/4S; 1 v.22 ta return 


"Tne Colonel is going to crush you in your flles. JT have folivvey! your 
activities since you were ny parachute vatiniion., I evaluated you tefers oy 


wee Am we bbe 


pear frum your fis, i vrote then 


in oyself in your caspaign book. At any rate I an giving you a cocy, and here it 
nis may always be of use to you," 

They were composed as follows. 

"rxcelient superior parachute cfficer, Has been remarkably ecis to adapt nis 
battalion to the specialsituation in Cochinchina and hes accompliste! w{ea spirit ail of 
missions which were entrusted to him. He has perfectly understocd that our work in 
Incsching nea pacifying work, In addition to his war missions, ni 2£a5 been abic 

{ 
to gein the confidence of the people in the sector where he was stattonsd, pursuing 


tut pretecting the peaceful. inhabitants, fish class leaner, inte Liigers; 


huvan with a political sense. He should vapidly reach high positions in the Army! 
Thesa notes contrasted strangely watn those ef the colonal. In fact they 


canceled then out, 


After Daboval had taken my letter to him, the colonel sumnoned 


wt, I was 
horing that the little incident could be scttled in his office, Ne reecived nu 
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nout shaking my hand, he said to ne, "I am going to present your settlenent 


to youe Listen white I read the revort that I heve prerared about you." 


He did indeed read me a report of 14 pages in which I was not parvicularly 
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flattcred, 


Gg aty Ne Said Vo ne: an ay ey tone): "iter neasias is you persia: 


Ce ame! 
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in tno qucct that you sent to the sunerior Connandins General?" 
f 
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"Colonel IT denit rensmeer and did not always understand the report waleh you 
just read tc me. IP you give it 
be able to give you a reply.” 
to yout I read it tc you and that should be cneuga 


4 


"Under these concitions I request, Colorel, that sy request reach its norzal 
He refiested for x moment. Taen he took four or five pages fron his report 


"Read these vages," he said te me. 
Lthouzh no voices had teen raised in the office, nervous tension was approaching 
tha limits of an explosion. 


"jn, that case, I request permission to read trem calmly some place elsce" 
T vert @oenq to the effice of. ievtensnt-Jolonel Detovel to read them. Put I 


oo hiny ani said sinply to hin, "Colenel,.f 


. 
poke 


colonel's office, hunded the puges Lack 
request you to forverd my request to tas suverior Conmanding Generel." 
LI saluted: and left. 


Genoral Carpentier ves zbsents it vas General Landousy whe received me. 


"You have done well," he said to ma, “in neking this request. I know the work 
your battalion has done and I thonk you for having invited ne to your esremeni al 
parade, I shall be happy to preside over it. That will pernit me to tell you, you 


: 


and your men, the sorrow we feel in seeing you leave end the respect. we have for you 
for the micsion which you eccomrlished during two years in the South, It will te a 
oO 
cod lessen for your Colonel, Hnowever, do you resJiy want hiu to anolorize in 
< ? J J iS 
front of 1227" 
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tio, Generid, whet you have said is cuite sufflelent for me, esnecially with 
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Gencrals Boyer de Lathrg Landoucy, later Saian and several others who have supporteca 


and enccuraged thoze whe were trying to get off the beaten path. 
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In relating these facts, which have littie to do with relationships with the 
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trdschina underground fighters, it is to show that every time sone officers, in 
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geria, have tried to acapt our mijitary metheds to those of 


the eneny, they have run up against a systematic Lack of understanding, deaf 
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of many of the higher staffs 
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Creation of the GOMA (Camposite Airzorme Co.nendo Grour) 
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Or 26 Desember 1049 { exbaried fer France with cy bettaldon after 25 c 


of residence ané LS years in the Far East. Ia reality after leavine Sainc- 
Meixent, I had first comnanded kefore the var a post on the China berder at Tonkin; 
we had been the first Feudal lords. Thea J had Leen used in varicus functions 
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scven and a half years in China. From the beginning of the war da in 
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commanded a comsands of Major ane Parachute Group. I had just spent more 
than two years with the 2nd 3BCCP (Colenial Eettalion of Parachute Ccmn 1andos} 
the first colontal parachute betcalion created specifically for Indochine. 

Thus I was leoking forwareé to a change of scenery and performing, like many 


comredes, my next assignuent in Black Africa. 


But, scretime before my colonial appointment toward the end cf October 1951, 
Ccreral Salen head Lieutenant-Colenel G Grall ask me to return to Indockina, but with- 
cut specifying the assignment which IT would be given. “You will see, " Grail had 
written se, “You will have a very interesting Ach, 


I accepzad and returned agein to Indoct hire in Decemter 1951. Hefere lending 
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at the Tan Sen Whnut airfield, for sone reeson unksown to we, che airplane turne: 
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above the Pleine des Jones (Plain of Reeds). Standing behind the pilot I ouserves 
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these immense ere which, two years ee rvlier, L had coverec jn every direcelor 
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with ay battalicn. I recognized the spots where we hac tad SeTicus ce: 
‘ - % * o~ -S 294 ~ oy a4 at 
During the two years since I kad lefc the country, the war had coatinved & 


the same pace. The Flaine ces Jones was still not pacified. Vas I goiag to be 


. - : My 2 yer “ne - eo tyeonr 
used again in these marshes? That ig what I was woncerang when the aireraft 
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landed. The coor opened. at the foot of the gangvay was Grell. 
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Well," I said to him, “what fs this for?” 
“You will see," he saic to re. "lLe's wonderful. You have done well in 
returning, and you wen't regret it. 
o 3 Oo 


And thus I again put my feet on the Indochina soil! In a few noments the 


« « 


enthusiasm and the friendsaip which Grall manifested toward me had dissipated the 
apprehensicn and anxiety which had dominated me when J flew over the Plaine des 
Joucs. While we drove cff in his jeep, Grall gave me a rapid cummary of the situa- 
ticn awaiting me. 7 

At the beginning of 1950 the commander of the TAPI (Airborne Troops in Indo- 
china) had the idea that perhaps certain Vietnam figures could ba ceptured during 
their movement between the North end South. The TAPI had available several officers 
trained in EngJ]and and accustozed to this type of mission. An inventory was made 
of then. che TAPI comuander brovent this possibility up ac ENITT (Ground Forces 

Residee this the SDECE (External Decurentation and Covnterespionage Service) 
pipenebtadiis covered a group of services apparently acting without any connection, 
gush ag the Military Security, the SRO (Cperational Intelligence Sarvice) and, to 
a cattain cegrae, the Sth Bu.cau. It was trying in vain to have a comprehensive 


pian of an Action Servic 


@ 


accepted, analegous to thac which was anplied during the 
Cccupation in territory occupiea ty tne Germans. 

But the United States was already becoming interested in our problems in 
Indochina. They offered us their assistance by way of Colonel Lansdale of the CIA, 
who wade contect on this subject with Mr. Pignon, the Bigh Commissioner in Indo- 


Chine. lLenedale had particularly well succeeded in repressing terrorism with the 
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Presideut of the Philippines. Zy means of arprepriate measures we had reestablishe 


Sainct-Phelie, with the same inission as Lansdale. From ifr. Pigncoa he obtained en 


Action Service with American funds. This prozvosirion was rot 
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rejected. Lansdale returneé to the United States, (He was to reappear gr 1956 
and play a deminant role in our eviction en fndochina). Eut the fact that 
America could provide materiel was retained. 

Colonel Fouxrcaud, the aid to the SDECE director, Mr. Viblere, preposed in 
agreement with Mr. Pignen to study the creation of an action Service responsible 
for studying the problems of the minorities ane of cocrdinating the cispersed acti- 
vities of various services active in Indochina, by means of a central organ which 
was to be created. This organ was created uncer the nane of DGD (General Decuren- 
tation Office) and entrusted to Colonel Gracieux, who knew Incochina and the 
various athuice groups perfectly. | 

It was then that the Americans sent a new representative to Indoching, -‘r. 
agreement according tc the terms of which the Cape Saint-Jacques School, datended 
to train special agents, would pass under American control and function with 


American staffs, and even under the American flag. But when General ce Lattre 
arrived in Indochina in December 1950, he absolutely oppesed all direct interen- 


tion cf Americans in the Action Service, which he conceived of as implemented and 


directed by French officers. 

Mevertheless Generel de Lattre accepted the materie? aid from tte United 
States. Me also accepted a special American mission of liaison to the SDECE in 
Indochina, headquartered at Saigon. 

The first action of friendship from the Americans was to offer the Action Ser- 
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vice, to be created in Indochina, two Dakotas, which were confiscated by the metre- 
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pelis Action Service while passixg through Faris. 
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The Indochina Action Service was called the GOMA (Cercosite Airbor-e Cormendo 


ry 


Group). The composer of the acvrouyn was Captain Deotat Fuy-Mentbrun, whe hac teen 


Legion of Lonor ac tha ege of 30, Puy-Montbrua tas already 2a legendary Figure in 


the base organizaticn a troop corps and was to serve as a Covir for the Action 


Service. ‘the parachute uniform, considered to be too shewy and too conspicusus, 


had been rejected for it. Likewise it had not obtained authorization to heve its 


n 


own insignia, like all the other troop corps. 
In principle the GCMA was one of the three sections cf SSiCl-Indechine which 


Aetion Service. Its 
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included an Intelligence Service, a Protection Service 


ar , . 
L929-1945 war 


after that of th: Action Service dering the ’ 


4.a., "ho create on underground; to establicl sabotaze feans: and to create escape 


It was put at the ser ice of the tinister of Stute responsible fer the rela- 
tionsizos of the associated States ag ino Yi2h Comuissicner of France in incochina. 
atec his nowe.§S ty ths cemranding general with vespect to the 
use of certatin activities of an operational nature. 

‘he lligh Commicsioner, the commancing ceneral, the SDEC!. delegate and the 
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TATL commander aud to know the GUMA activities in part or ju whole. 


1 Deodat Fuy-ifontbrur has related his adventures in "Chemins sans croix” (Roads 


without crosses) published by Presses de la Cite. Cn the birth of the CCA, see 
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also his article entitled "The secrec weys of the counter-cuerriiia’, in 
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historia hors serie, Ne. 25, 1977. 
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fo take over the command of the EMO-BA? (Airboime Tease Cperational Genera 
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i2 was givan the GCMA-command. In taking over this new cotmend, he tad the ides 


a genius of not giving up that of the ENO-BAP. 

As a natter of fact the EMO-SAP had the preparation c£ airborne operations 
2s its primary mission, i.e., to scout the maximum possible number of possible jump 
zones. They often had to fly over the Viet zene, which was going to be tre CCMA 
field cf accion. A single superior represented sicnificaat savings in assets, par- 
ticulariy personnel. 

Like the EMO, the GCMA wes to cover all of Indochina. Therefore its irpianta- 
tion was patterned on that of the command organization in Incochina. The GCA 
General Staff was iugeatice te Saigon. A regional representstion was created in 
each tarritory, with its chief being installed with the Territorial Commander. 

--The ER (Regional Sauuesagese rae) of North Vietnem Carol) 3 

The th of Lecs (Viertiane) ; 
--The RR of Gouth Vietnam (Saigon); 
The PR of Central Annam (Touranc); and 


The RR of the plateaus (Lan ifs Thuct). 


te GCOMA evolved, this orgenizatiton had to become nore and more complex. 
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Ag 

As scou as I arrived in Indochina, Grall gave me the cermand of the 3R in 
North Vietuam and of the EMO-BAFi. 

At this time Colonel de Boilardiere was the TAPL commender. Ee proved that 
he had 2 very cpen and understanding mind, ana gave us his caxinmun support in 


starting up, something always difficult. 
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the SoCs, like any new organization, had difficulties in finding its balance; 
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the means given to it were always insufficient. In eddcicien, the GOMA was created 


6&9 


tn an atmosphere ef suspicion which traditional wllitacists have always had for 


special services. They do not always see their utility, ané they have a tendency 


to see therselves alone as the veal warriors. Therefore the GCMA began its mission 


was 


-with a shortage of means. Fortunately Coleneal de Eollardiere never hesitated to 


give us what we were short of, without worrying about the tables of orgenization. 
The EMO-RAP were in charge of the preparaticn of airborne operations, which 
were relatively rare. Therefore their personnel were not used full-tixe, Since 
these two organs had the sane superior, their personnel were distributed according 
to the needs cf the moment and as a function of each one's aptitudes, without 
worrylus about nilitary assignients. 
“3 


Aerial receanaissance, whether responding to the needs of the FHO or the GCitA, 


was tase by the best observers. On the other hand, when an airberne operation hac 


to be prepared, all of the EMO-GCMA perscnnel were used. Thus, durisg a single 


vit, Lt was possible to coastruct Jn a sendbox the terrain where the operaticn 


t ? 


al 
would be carried out and co give ail the flight officers, the picatroop officers 
and even the platocn leaders a complete file including numerous postographs taken 


from various angles of the cbjectives to be taken. 


For this reason the GCMA's suborganization was complex. ..t Tonkin it cepen- 
ded on Coioncl de bollardiere and the FTNV (Ground Forces in North Vietnam 
general commander for airborne operations, end on Grall with respect Lo its use. 
But all of the officers, whether they belonged to GCHA or EMO, were paratroopers, 
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cenrades who sought only to obtain maximus efficiency. If there were problens, it 


was never due to theo. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Grall, like every officer cencermed with his career, had 


not Weancee to becowe involved jn tha GCHA affair without a minirurm of trumrs. 
He had said to ue, "The GCMA is 2 risk. we can achieve erarmous success at 
ell echelons if the Commend with which we are going to work uncerstands us end 


kelus us; but we snzli fail completely if ve are neither helped ner understood. 


ry 


Thet is why I retained the command of the E10; if we do not succeed in 


s 


Leunching 


the CCvA, that will be enough to keep us tusy. This mission, at least in the berin- 


ning, will not be easy at Tonkin. There are some dogs, I have seen then, who will 
net wake things easy for you. The reason for askir: you to cove is thet you have 
the confidence.of General Salen and of Colonel Gracieux, and that you have excel- 


lent personal relations with the colonel detox ated ty the SDECr, on whom we shall 


ecend to a great degree. In addition you are an old hand in Indochina, you know 


a. 


the bigh Region ane the mountaineers whom we want to bring over to our side. There- 
fore you hatte the maximum of trumps to succezd, Euc che Impicrentation will tzke 
a lcne time and te difficult. Before you get any results, criticism will rain on 
you ag vell acs on me, on the part of petty coz Laces wio are watching us without 
good will cad who are waiting for us at the critical points." 

In order to pey at pill tc the Command, waien would net have agreed to lay 
eut any significant amount of funds 4€ itwere sos paid tack rapidly and which could 
have been lost, Grall with scue commandos made acme raids on the coast of Tonkin 
and Annam. This was always prefitable and spectacular. 

"Objectives are not lacking, and this is what the military men love," added 
Grall. "I -am at my best with Adzizal de Querville, who corcands the fleet in the 
Far Last. I give him the possibility ef utilising the tlavy. Ee is ecstatic. On 


30 August 1951 we occupicd the island cf Cu Leo fhe, south of Tourane. We paraciuted 


cne company in, and thea we debarked without opposition. The cecple (about 10,609 
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At 


irhabitaare) were im a lamentable coudition of Leeith, since the Viet hac adoptea 


£3 


the habit of taxing lepers Shere from the comiinent.” 


a 


Thara Greil nad staticned Captein Leper, a worthy descencant of Erittany 
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ren 


rates. He bad became tite Feudal lord ef the island, which he had perfectly cr- 


gauized. Leaer had with him a Licutenant aide, about 10 noncenmissioned officers 


and wen from European troops, and 400 auxiliaries and low Vietnamese ranks, tri- 
ginelly fron the island. Grall had a Dakota strip built for them on the island. 


All were c 
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Ne had given them the most modern armanent anc 


radio equipment, that of the paratroop battalions and inclucing 57 recoilless 


guns, 12.7 mm machineguns, and 60 ma and 81 am mortars. They hed three 
Arcachon pinuaces with decks armed with 57 and 12.7 pieces, and about 20 


Zodiac boats with four to ten seats and auxiliary motors. This vas a real iand- 


otilla for raids on the coast. Their atssion was to monitor the ccast and 


te 
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incercepc junks trafficking in ares from north to south and from south te nerein. 


ct 


Navigating on the shoals quite cisse 


o the shore, these junks escaped the surveil- 
lueece of che national Navy patrol vessels. 

trhey lend end plek up the agents vhom we send into the iaterior," Grall 

xplaisad te me. "Thoy make night raids on specific objectives. Finally, chez 
take vare din ali auphibious operations in contact with the comsendos of the Nuvy, 
the Ground timmy and the Air Forca. Their watn mission extends along the coast 
fron Cui Nenh to Tourunu. But the commeados take part in ali important speraticns, 
from Cochinchina to Tonkin. They have respect, and are now known and appreciated 
by all. They co an excelient job. It's very interesting." 

Opposite Then Boa, Grall had had the little island inhabited by Eong He 
occupied. There he had instelled Captain Eichelot, trained in England for rapi¢ and 
effective commando raids. Bichelot hed begun Ly getting several goats which he 
hops. wondd raptdly populate the fslanc. he heed established numerous contacts with 
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the Then Hoa catholics. Ee also did a geod job. 
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Grall seid to mea, “nis is how I count on getting the support of the Coorenc, 
woile weiting for you to get seriously started in the Nigh Resion. We ise thet 
the mountafrneers, ell of the mountaineers, regardless cf the race they belozg to, 
C@ctest the Annamesea. Merns muce be fo:md to contact them, to bring them over to 
our side and te swing the meuntein Viets who serve a3 conceaiment for then. That 
will be a zocd job. While waiting, in ates to make the weittnge easier for you, I 


shell invite you to take part in some operaticns on the cnast. Tuey are not lacking 
« ts) 


dn interest.” 


That ic how the month after ny arrival I participated in the Cabestan operation. 


"In about one year," he continued, "I shall have finished my tour and shail 
return to Franca. By that time you will have begun in Tonkin. © You will come to 
replace me at Saigon. Here you will finish your normal tour. Then I shall return 
to replace you. I thins rhis is an excellent wey to wait aad see whet napyens. -- 
The end ef the war will not be tomorrew. Something is needed besides the opevaticns 
which are being conducted at present. If our busivess goes well, and I telieve ir 
will, we chall give the Ccznznd one of its principal trumps for exiting hereovacly 
from the Indochina affair. 

"You will replece Ceptezin Dunan-henrid. at Renot. I put him there while 
waiting for your arrival. Ee is a SDECE officer full of good qualities. Eur te is 
unknown ameng the paratroopers. le is too timid. You know these people! no 
security outsice of themselves. Therefore it was not possible for him to make an 
impression on the paratrcopers nor on the Hanoi General Staff. That you can do. 

"Sollerdiere will help you to the limit. De not hesitate to ask hin for 
everything you need; he wiil siways help you. Ee is one of those rere officers wns 


. wy Warned ey 
have understood what we went toe do. You also have a remarkable officer in Neurder, 
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MWrgnelly, the cost importent point 2s the following. Uscllerdiere has 


"cs 


finished his tour aad is going to return to France in two months. Gilles is goiag 
to replace him, Yiew 'Bolio' (Bollardierc) is irreplaceable fcr us, Gilles is pure 
military with a certificate from the War Schocl end a bigh class ribbea-wearer. I 
have epoken with him. We does not cade rsbene anything atout our preblezs and, what 
is nore serious, he dozs not want to understznd them; they have no interest for nin. 


A priori he ts egainst then. Re will never facilitete our missten. You have geod 


iy) 


velations with General Salan. I am sure that if Salen proposed to Eollarciere to 
send for his wife, he would extend for a year. In one year ve shall be out of the 
woods: we shall have no sore need for Gilles. 

"Y do want to see General Saten," I ranlicd. "pat od know the problex to 


Sea docoustrated to him bettar than I do. Let's both po. 
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Salan was filhirg in for General de Lattre, hospitalized in France. 


That very evening Gillss invited us to dine. He was sure, he said, of get- 


FH 


ting the cormand of the TAPI two wontis Tater. De Lattre had omised it to hi 


when Bollardiere left. No one could go ayairst his wishes, even after his death 


(which occurred on 11 January 1952). 
Put our reaucst ended with Generali Salen. Bollerdicre ezraed to extend and 
Gilles had to wait a year before taking over his coumand. For him this wes a bitter 


disappointment which he took like a stone in his stomach, and which he never was 


able to digest. He finelly Learmmed who was rastonsible for his elimination from 


the TAPI, a tewporary one to be suve. He was naver to forgive us. 


Actually we haa made nis fortune. The TAPL chief bed always been a battalion 
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distributor; ne had never hed aay luportant eperational cosvand. For this reason 
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Gilles was fo reniin wv 

hig military properties, gave hiu che commend of Na San whien weuld aake his faze, 
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his was curing the Hea Bina 
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L reached Nene’ in the first cays of Janusry. 


che antrenched carp. The ENO, whose ccmmanc I was to take over, had prepared the 
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new enlisted men, it was completely diferent. Its leader ha 
itt useful to preserve the pennent which I had given him during a ceremenial parede 
at Vennes. He had had a completely new one rade. 

The same error that we had cemmitted at the beginning of cur tour in 194, 


end which had cost us dearly, was: about to be repeated. The aircrafc loading vent 


like a railroad loading: the first compaay in the first five aircraft, the 2nd in 


1 


the next five, and go on, which mide regrouping on the ground very ccuwa out. 


Vien are Pp 
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Fo uade a remark about this to Colowuel de Rocquigny, whe ccrsanced t 


ith 


Adrbare.e Tr 
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ops) from Korth Viersan. 


Mat would you Like to do?" he asked me with an annoyed air. 


ovbhe, 
Il evplained to him the procedure which we had developed four ycars before. 

4 ; . n s Hhe ¢ 
"You axe right," ne ccaceded. "But no one told ine this. This is the way in 
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many fields, where lessons are uevcr drawn frow the past. After five years of var 
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we are wazing it worse than in the teginning. 


1 Ordinarily an airplane is loaded in the following ranner: in each airplane the 


first places are given to the sare company; the next three seats to the Battalion 


on 


Cowzand Post; the lest to the 2nd company. Thus, when they juzp, the Battalion 


ok 


Comuené Post is between the two companies which ere clearly supareted. Regrouping 
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the greund, which is aivays a delicate operaticn, is greatly f-cllitated. 
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Captain Dunen was happy to cee ne arrive. Ve had never cared to coma to che 
p2retzooper staffs, old hands in Indothlua, considered him an intruder. 
Although he had dene considerable work fo the judicious placing of ithe brinery ele- 


. 


ments, ha realized that his break-through ha 


ut 


mot succeeded. He was happy to sur- 
render 2 comand which had viven him nething out trouble. 

I decided to eat at the Henot paratrooper ness. There 1 found only comrades 
and. friends. As the cormander of the LEMG-BAP, I was aiso parc of the heusehold. 

Unéer the direction of Captain Phefein the DNOQ-BAP had done its work well: 

1,500 jumping zones had been scouted in fenkin, photographed and studied fron an 
eperational standpoint. Cozplete fil: were coatinuously updated. All cf the 
sorties of the GCMA and ENO officers wer: put to advantage in setting up new files, 
verifying the existing ones, studviag the terrain and, whenever it was possible 
to fly low enough, to make contact with che people. 

Welecned at the TAPI, Iwas just 23 weleered at the General Staff of General 
de Linares, especially by the chic& of tis General Staff, Colone] Tulac., = ex- 
plained te hin the general mission of the GCHA, Ue had uncerstood all cf 
tance and promised to help re in every way. Dulac had a remarkable 
intelligence. Our collaboration was perfect and fruitful. He closely fcllowed 
the CCMA evolution. Me had understood my problezs ane calculated wy neecs evan 
before I mentioned them to hin, which was very practical. 

Under the prompting of Grall and of Captain Diman, the Hundreds (this name 
referred less to a group of a hundred men than to the credits available to carry 
out the missions entrusted to the GCMA) had been posted after several months on the 
border of the Delta, at Tien Yen, near Mon Kay, at Pho Ba Cne,at Luc Nem, at Phu 
Yen, at Song Trai, in the Red River valley, and at Phad Diem, ceppesite Thenb Roa. 

Tt wes the latter (Phat bicm) which had nose difficulties in peactrating into 
Thenh Nea, which the Viets hed firmly organized. 
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Aicegehcer, under che comssnd of cf£ficers and noncurmissicacd officers of 


.@ contact with the peogle living on th 


m 


e¢ge of che mountaiu right in the Viet zone. The wen vho wete sent there were 
always received very wall. -They people aieena tc help them, end even to organize 
te aupyort their activity. Thus it was relatively easy to mine the reute from 
beng Semi to Hanoi. 

But cur loyal followers endad up by being discovered. After escaping the 

gavere reprisals of the Viets, they ea eeoatee into the Delta, which cancelled 

out. all of the results which we had achieved. 

Morecver, the Bundreds performed double duty with the Intervention Cormancos, 
entablished by Major Fourcade, with the mission cf mckiag sapid raids of variable 


decth into the Viet zone to develop a certain amount of insecurity. This is what 


the GCOMA dia on the Annan cosst with the support of the avy. 


pesely a year by Liestcnent Robezsos, and of Phu Toa, commanded by Lieutenant 


‘the flea Yea Hundred wus couposed of six European uoneemmissiened officers, 


sata] 


fear troops, ten native noncommissioned officers and 69 to 100 parachu: sta of the 
Tho race, maizly called up again in the Cao Dang region. Its field of action was 
the coastal zone and the frontier fron Chiza to Lang Sen. Essentially defensive, 
the coastal zoae sector wes anchored in conereLe poured on the orders of General 
éa Lattte. Therefore the sector commander was not unheppy to have a new ualt which 
went into the field and, to a large degree, gave him intelligence. 

The minsica of this Hundred was as folicvs: to facilitate the escape of 
. vrisoaers taken en RC 4 (Colonial Route 4) after the tre gic evacuation of Cao Dang; 


} . - ass he 
to duform the Cucmand cf all Viet movements in the given sector; to harass tue 
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tan minority, Jecatec in the Pho $2 Che Plateau cast of 
RC 4, was always la favor of cetssendo sorties end survedilance of the ?oute. 

ned to the GCMA 2ad Guiecu at Tulsen, Ue 
was repiacee by Captain Zanhiot, whe ned distinguished himself fn the “Unbrelle 


Battalion, the nama givea to the Battalion formed by Sany, 4 Sang with the 


é 


Rung mountaineers of the Mon Kay area. Ne had made sorties as far as the Leug Son 


region cud several times had sined the Route from Lang Son to renot, He had wede 


contact wlth the Man mountaineers of the Mau Son Plateau and Chi Me, my former 


Banhie: weeotrae a particularly interesting job. He lived in his Conmend 
Post et Tien Yen like the natives, wno had adopted him, T received doubtful infor- 
mation sbout his ceuduct during the Resistence in the Lyon region. 4 former 
(Snivere end bpeelnada) end a Lieutensnt-Colerel in the vesistence, tie had ceen 
given the gersonent veny of Captain. - New cuesticas hee been ratsed cheut aie acti- 
viitew du Peenec, and Lo had forwarded them to him. He never gave a rep iy. 

An rae went on the activities he was conducting In his sector eycaves us. 
One day £ oonmened hia to Hanol to teli hin that I had troasferred hir to Sulgon. 
Re appeared Co be stunned. He asheu me for a jecp to go to see a comrade at Luc 
Non before nis departure. Once arrived at Luc Nan, he had the barrier opened uncer 
some pratext er other and without aay explantion he drove off sees the Viers. ff 
never heare of him again; I never knew the real reasons for his desertien. 


+ : ’ - vi Ve la nad 
Licutenant Borcard, who perforned tdentical work, was at Yiu Yen. Ue naa 


succeeded 41; ceeply infiltrating steble elements which he used as relays during 


bm 
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his frequent sortics. Ne hed brought cack two young peasant oiras from the region 


fey Z nt age an AIGPC 9 en 
whan fe tausht, after ¢ 4 poticnee ard stubbornness, to use on Aare 9 and 


ry 


af 
eer Os 


t 


An 
Cc 





eon eihCiasis 


iia wit alt SE 


Sondicoed 


ee a eee | 
Daw’ sade bret 2 at 


Paietens 
ane A, ode 


Lity 


a 
tine’ 


PRGAACae tad 
aime Bab K gad 


ae 
a S 
se 


- 





| 
j 
4 


MOA me teene Arts 2 008 8 at een NPN A ah Soe wt Semel. 


E 


to ¢séa messaces. Fe installed tuem Im @ ara 3 store et the ecre of PPL] (Provincial 
Moute 61) to survey the traffic. They were to be the first, in December 1953, co 


eiyve tne elarm eccur the 155 am oteces being.vreught te Dilun Elen Ona, Aecoveing 
& u ° 


ta their messace this was a matter of “covered trucke traasporting iren pipes into 
whieh the head of a child could fit’. 

Ris radio system wes s model frow every point of view. Z had adopted the 
practice cf sending hin offices arriving frou Franen for a two-week trataing 
perfod to put them directly into tne envirennent before they receivec instructions 


at Cape Saint-Jacques. 


aD) 


This is new in wy absence Lieutenant Ticbavlt was sent directly to Borcard 
befora I had even seen him. Gn my retura I learned that Borcard, Thebauit and the 


cwo noncommissioned officers who accompanied them had disappeared and had net re- 


i 
tuznzé by the deadline. For nearly a wee we waited anzicusly for news from then. 


oe we heard th t Borcard end his two noncorcissioacd officers hae returned. 
horcard was highly respected by ali of the Ccnere ‘1 Staff personnel vho fs hiu 


weil. We tock s drink to celebrate the returr. On this occasion, vevealing my 


uy. T had said, "For Thebeult, too bad; rovocy knew hin." 
13 > 3 
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J 

Two days later Thebault surfsced agair. and returned te Saigen. We celebreted 
this xveturn ag was prover. But sorecne told hin the words that I nad uttered curing 


his disappearance. He appeared almost cutriged and, aS he was a SOuUgé, dynatic 
and £renk officer, he came to ask me if it was true that I ha 
ference on the subject of his supposed disappearance. 
"Ze's true," I said to him, “and I do not understand why an officer of your 
brang would be affected by it. ne cay areieers are kilied in Incechina. Their 


nines scarcely appear in a report, and that cocs not chense anything in cur Leno 


ef Life. When they are comrades whe ere ynsen to us, it is different; evea thourh 
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